
LENDING A        UP



ASIA
In Cambodia, we have sponsored over 100 wells to supply 
clean water to rural communities and donated hundreds of 
bikes so children can ride to school. 
In India we’ve purchased sewing machines to enable young 
women to earn an income. In Sri Lanka, we buy from the 
local cottage-craft industries that support women’s self-help 
organizations. 

Since our inception, Civilized Adventures has supported 
the Calgary Zoo. For each traveller on our Calgary Zoo 
safaris, a contribution is made to the Zoo’s Conservation 
Fund. In the past 25 years, together we have raised 
hundreds of thousands of dollars for conservation...what an 
accomplishment! 

“May our commitment to the Calgary Zoo continue for 
another 25 years!”

CALGARY ZOO

Our combined efforts make a difference. Here’s to 
lending a hand up. 

We believe in giving a hand up, rather than a hand out.
Microfinancing combined with focused mentorship 
consistently achieves success and independence for 
young entrepreneurs. 
Civilized Adventures fosters 6 children, supporting 
education and health of underpriviledged kids around 
the world.  



AFRICA
Africa is a big reason why Civilized Adventures originated. In the early 80’s Denell spent 9 months travelling across 
Africa in the back of a Bedford truck. The adventure ran something like an Indiana Jones movie, but the challenges 
were matched by the rewards. The experiences were absolutely life changing and since then, Africa has held her heart 
and she continuously searches for the most effective way to lend a helping hand. 
Over the years, we have facilitated a diverse range of projects. Many of you have generously donated both monetarily 
and physically (transporting product or volunteering).
To mention a few:

• Delivered linens and pharmaceuticals to clinics
• Orchestrated eye examinations for the elderly and supplied glasses
• Outfitted hundreds of students with school uniforms and teams with soccer jerseys
• Funded education of teachers - benefitting generations to come
• Supported wildlife conservation efforts throughout Africa

For years we supported the Tumaini 
Children’s Home with food (including 
live goats and chickens), educational 
tools, and their vital medication. 
Tumaini cares for 40-50 HIV orphaned 
children teaching life skills to 
empower future independence. This 
project was powered by 2 nuns from 
Italy and individual sponsors like us. 
Today, the children’s home is self-
sufficient. Thank you to all those who 
have contributed!

Excited children with their NEW bright 
quilts made by ladies from Alberta.

One of my favourite stories 
is of a young lady who 
asked if I could set up a 
volunteer project for her 
in Africa as she wanted to 
gain some international 
volunteer experience. With 
the assistance of our partner 
in Kenya, we sourced an 
appropriate project at a 
children’s safe home. Her 
task was to write a business 
plan; however the mamma 
of the home questioned 
why she would need a 
business plan? Five months 
later, the children’s home 
was selected to receive a 
$1,000,000 grant because 
they had that business plan. 



ORPHAN’S HOME IN KENYA - EATING STONE
Eating Stone Orphanage provides a refuge for children orphaned by the AIDS pandemic and by the 2007/2008 post 
election violence. It is home to 51 children and provides care to another 15 whose guardians don’t have the means to 
care for them. 
The on-site primary school with three teachers, the Key West Medical Clinic and the children’s home are all sustained 
solely through donations from people like ourselves from around the world. The organization is ran by Dr. Cyrian 
and two dedicated women who raise the children in a loving environment. The Board of Directors is made up of 
community representatives and trustees from Australia and Canada. 
Our donation will be used to purchase solar powered hot water tanks for the orphanage. 

Bushlife Conservancy’s mission is to 
protect and save African wildlife for future 
generations in the Mana Pools and Zambezi 
Valley areas of Zimbabwe.
Their many projects include: anti-poaching, 
stopping the illegal killing of elephants and 
pangolin recovery and rehab; providing 
and creating structures for success, such 
as roadways and water storage containers; 
tracking and monitoring elephants and 
ensuring the health and welfare of the local 
community. 
CIVILIZED ADVENTURES helped Bushlife 
buy a vehicle that is used to combat the 
elephant poaching in Zimbabwe.  

After living and studying in Madagascar, it became clear to Travis Steffens that in order to preserve the habitat and 
help lemurs in Madagascar, it was imperative to work closely with local residents and communities. Travis formed 
Planet Madagascar to do just that, improve the lives of the local people and conserve habitats and lemurs. 

“The women’s cooperative, Tontolo Maitso, one of our partners in Madagascar has seeded 10,000 seedling bags 
supported by a generous donation from Civilized Adventures. They will plant these seedlings to help restore forests for 
lemurs and to reduce erosion affecting local rice production. Years from now lemurs will be leaping from one branch to 
another. Thanks, Civilized Adventures for supporting the hard-working women of Tontolo Maitso.”




